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0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ Final Reflection  
 

The years go by and all of a sudden one realizes that now the time has come.  To paraphrase a Frank Sinatra 
song: I DID IT HIS WAY!  After 40 years of trying to minister to the best of my ability, I reflect on all the wonderful 
people who have crossed my path and certainly have had an influence on my life.  The various parishes that I 
have had the privilege of serving, the friends I have made, the special Sacraments I have had the opportunity to 
celebrate, the moments of pain in dealing with people in their moment of need ς all these are part of the 
tapestry of my priesthood.  I look back and say ς I DID IT HIS WAY: in my first assignment in Leipsic, Ohio I had a 
funeral for 7 children who died in a trailer fire, I taught Spanish at Holy Spirit Seminary in Toledo and one of my 
students ranked number one in the State of Ohio Spanish Proficiency test; I survived an earthquake in 1985 in 
Mexico, and had to rebuild a church destroyed; I pulled a parish back together in Genoa, Ohio after total 
ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΤ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ L ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦ CǊŜƳƻƴǘΣ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘ ς with 
two associates, an Elementary School, and a High School ς no easy task, to say the least, and served as Dean of 
the Fremont Deanery for 9 years. I was asked to be pastor of the twinned parishes in Bucyrus and Galion.  And 
for 10 years have celebrated a Spanish Mass twice a month in Marion. 
 

These are but a few of the many moments I have tried to do it HIS WAY ς I contacted all the parishes in which I 
have served and here are some of the statistics of 40 years:  I have celebrated 2806 baptisms; 1486 first 
communions; 994 funerals; 805 weddings; 212 confirmations; and who knows how many anointing of the sick 
and elderly. 
 
!ǎ ŀ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ L ǉǳƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ά²ƛŎƪŜŘέ  
        It may well be that we will never meet again 
        In this lifetime, so let me say before we part 
        So much of me is made of what I learned from you. 
        ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƘŀƴŘǇǊƛƴǘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ 
        And now wherever our stories end, I know you have 
        Re-ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƳƛƴŜΧ ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΧ 
 
L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜƳƛǎǎ ƛŦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΤ Ƴȅ 
sister Lin and her husband Tim ς their two boys and their 
grandchildren; my brother Rick and his wife Deb, their daughter and grandchildren; my brother Rex and his wife 
Barb and my biggest supporter ς my mom who passed away last August.  Without family, we have no ties.  How 
fortunate I have been to count on family. 
 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀǎ L ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΧ L ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ȅƻǳΦ 
²ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά5ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƳŜΦέΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ŀ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ  As I look back at 
these words, I can say humbly, I DID IT HIS WAY!   
                                    Sincerely, 
                                    Fr. Ronald J. LeJeune 
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Finance Council   by Buck Monnett  

It has been a busy year for the Finance Council. We are putting together a 
year-end report for the Diocese, as well as the school budget for 2011-
2012.  At the end of the fiscal year, June 30th, we will be mailing a financial 
report to all parishioners. 
 
The financial situation at our parish has improved, thanks to increased 
weekly collections and fund-raising projects from various groups 
throughout the parish.  Our weekly collections are averaging $ 6,280, with 
a goal of $ 7,000 to balance the budget. 
 
We are up-to-date on all current bills and continue to work on solutions to 
the diocese assessments and health care expenses that have been in 
ŀǊǊŜŀǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
ƻǾŜǊ Ϸ нрΣлллΦ hǳǊ ŎŀǎƘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳlties remain very 
limited and we need to replenish these for any unforeseen problems. 
 
This past month the school roof repairs have been completed, as well as a 
leak at the church in one of the confessionals.  The problem with the bell 
tower drainage was also corrected.  The chimney leak areas of the rectory 
were repaired and the interior wall repairs are being taken care of at the 
present time. 
 
To comply with Diocesan policy, three of our committee had to resign, as 
they had spouses or relatives working for the parish.  Once Fr. Miller 
arrives, these members will be replaced.  I would like to thank Jim 
Mahoney, Lee Moore and Scott Wintersteller, as well as the remaining 
finance council members, for their help and commitment this past year. 
 

Education Council    by Brenda Gosser 

Education council of St. Joseph Galion along with Holy Trinity's education 
council (3 from each), Fr. Miller, and a representative from the Diocese of 
Toledo are in the process of reviewing the applications that were received 
for the position of Principal.  St. Joe and Holy Trinity will now share a 
principal to help share expenses for each parish. Once we have finished the 
interviewing process and a principal is chosen we (St Joe) will start the 
process of hiring two full time teachers for the school.  
 
We as education council look forward to the 2011-2012 school year.  We 
also look forward to helping our school grow and prosper so that we can 
continue to give the children of our school a good Christian education and 
environment.  We are now enrolling pre-k thru 8th grade. Call the parish 
office at 419-468-2884 for more information. 

Parish Personnel  

Pastor 
Rev. Ronald J.  LeJeune 
          
Deacon Alfred Sisson 
Deacon Gregory Kirk 
Mr. Robert Lavengood,      
        M.ED., School Principal 

Mrs. Shelley Harding,  
                    School Secretary 

Mrs. Jodi Harsh, Business  
            Manager/Secretary 

Pastoral Council  
Meetings: last Tuesday, 7 p.m. 
Aug ς Nov & Jan - May 
Greg Butler, Chair 
Jennifer Moore, Vice chair 
Peter Waite, Secretary 
Jenny Holt,  
Gill Duryea 
John Depinet 
Judi Herrmann 
Wayne Willacker 

Education Council  
Meetings: 2

nd
 Tuesday, 7 p.m., 

school library,   
Brenda Gosser, Chair 
Chris Baker, Vice president 
Julie Duryea, Secretary 
Steve Keller 

Lynette Hagerman 

Cindy Wallis 

Finance Council 
Robert Monnett II, Chair 

Mike Taylor, 

Mike Stanton,  

Carolyn McElligott,  

 Greg Kirk 
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Pastoral Council    by Greg Butler 

Thanks to outgoing council members Gill Duryea and Jenny Holt for serving 
on the pastoral council for the past three years. We appreciate your 
willingness to serve the parish. Their terms expire this year and we are 
looking for two volunteers to replace them.  
 
Pastoral council is planning the parish picnic for July 24th 
at Heise Park Pool from 5 - 7 p.m. We ask that you bring 
two dishes to share, one main dish and one side 
dish (salad or desert).   Come join us and 
welcome Fr. Miller.  
 

Litur gy Committee    by Mary Ellen Heacock  

Mary Ellen Heacock has resigned as chair person of the Liturgy Committee.  
She will remain only for flower arrangements (keeping flowers when possible 
on the altar).  The committee needs someone to lead and take the 
responsibility of having the altar cloths changed with the season; flowers 
when possible; music - which Nate Sherer handles so well; candles lit by the 
Blessed Sacrament; watering plants; cleaning the church, and many other 
small details.  There will be written up as much information as possible for 
the course of a year.  We have been without this committee for too long and 
with Father Miller coming, it would be great.  Currently on the committee are 
Alice Sisson, Ann Friday, Nancy Findling, Nate Sherer, Mary Jo Weingart and 
Heacock.  Please search your heart and volunteer.  
 

Remember that volunteering time and talent are as important as the money 
in the Sunday collection. 

Ushers 

We are still in need of ushers for the 11:30 Mass. Bill Fox schedules the 
ushers. Call Bill at 419-468-1257 if you would like more information, or would 
like to volunteer to serve as an usher.  

Sacristans   by Janet Cerreto  

Since the last newsletter the Sacristan's have had some of the Priest's 
vestments cleaned, provided flowers for Easter and provided food for the 
"farewell luncheon" for Sister M. Samuel.  We have also had several funerals; 
and we provided a luncheon for the family after the funeral. 

 

Cemetery Committee     by Janet Cerreto 

We cleaned up the cemetery of debris from the winter.  We also had the 
grounds sprayed for weeds.   

Committees & Groups  

Liturgy  Committee  
Rev. Ronald J. LeJeune 
Alice Sisson, Anna Friday, 
Nancy Findling, Mary Jo 
Weingart, Mary Ellen 
Heacock, Nate Sherer  

Sewing Committee  
Alice Sisson, Chair 
Tracy Dzugan, Myra Enright 
Paulette Hickman, Della Kaple 
Norma Metz, Joanne Ziegler 

Maintenance  
Rich Herrmann 

Sacristans  
Contacts: Janet Cerreto  

 & Fran Spencer 

 

Cemetery Committee 

Contact: Janet Cerreto 

419-468-5738 

 

St. Vincent DePaul Society 

Meetings: 1
st
 Monday  

1:00 p.m., Rectory  

Bill Downard, President 

Richard Henry, Vice-president 

Winnie Myers, Secretary 

Donna Daniel, Treasurer  

Ushers 
Contact: Bill Fox 

 

Church Cleaning 

Contact: Rich Henry 
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Religion Education    by Sister Mary Samuel  

All classes finished the year on a positive note. The first grade class took a whole box of food to the Community 
Action Food pantry. Second grade made First Communion. Third and fourth grade met their goal raising money 
for their charity and enjoyed sliming Mrs. Stinson and Deacon Al Sisson. Fifth grade prayed for Father and other 
parishioners. They also sent prayer cards to those for whom they were praying. Sixth grade made stickers 
representing the lessons learned this year and Nick Fox made t-shirts for each of the students.  Junior High 
attended the retreat at Willard as part of their preparation for Confirmation next year.  
 
Kathy Mahoney and Deacon Al Sisson will be taking over as the Religion Education coordinators. We need 4th 
grade and 5th grade teachers for next year; and possibly a 3rd grade teacher if the work schedule for the current 
teacher changes. 

Senior Baccalaureate Mass  

The seniors were honored at a graduation Mass on Sunday May 22. The parish attempted to contact all seniors 
in the parish graduating from area high schools. They were honored at a breakfast before the 11:30 Mass. Those 
present were:  
Erik Weaver 
Patrick Kirk 
Josh Humberson 
Ryan Van Riper 

Ryan Dinkel 
Lindsey Kuns 
Gabrielle DiTullio 
Kaleb Plummer 

Courtney Harding 
Zoe Kern 
Mathew Bright 
Jessica Rodriguez 

Mrs. Maureen Neal contacted most of the seniors and helped plan and prepare the meal. She was assisted by 
Mrs. Kathy Striker, Miss Jean Auer, Miss Liz Miller, Mrs. Nancy Findling, Mr. Nate Sherer, Mrs. Jodi Harsh, Mr. 
Mark Blum, Mrs. Annie Blum who helped organize the event, and Alice Sisson. 
 
The seniors assisted at Mass by doing the readings, taking up the gifts, and leading the petitions. At the sign of 
peace the students presented their family with a flower as a thank you for their support. Father gave the seniors 
a token from the parish, to mark the day and remind 
them of the Parish's continuing love and support as 
they move on in their lives. Following this Miss Kayla 
Duryea sang "Friends" while the seniors faced the 
congregation. 
 
Those seniors who have not already picked up the 
group picture may do so in the back of church. 
 
The liturgy committee asks that next year's Junior 
class parents take the lead on planning and 
organizing the event for next year. They should be 
thinking about how they want to honor our 
graduating seniors in the spring of 2012.  
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St. Vincent de Paul   by Donna Daniel 

It was announced in the bulletin that Winifred Myers has been serving as our secretary since spring. We 
appreciate her help and participation in our charitable activities.  
 
This fall we will be planning the Anointing of the Sick Liturgy. We will announce the date and time as soon as 
arrangements are made with Father Miller. Following this healing liturgy we serve a light lunch. Several 
parishioners mentioned that they look forward to this Sacrament as they feel better after they receive it. It is 
truly an uplifting liturgy!  
 
At the present time we will continue to meet Mondays (usually the first Monday of the month) at 1 p.m. in the 
rectory. You are welcome to come. If you have any questions about our meetings, ask one of the members. 
 
If you know of anyone who needs our help, or food, please call Jodi at the rectory 419-468-2884, Rich Henry 419-
468-4600, Winnie Myers at 419-468-7146, Wayne Willacker 419-468-2486, or Donna Daniel at 419-468-5259.    
 

άSince God has given me the strength, I ought to ŜƳǇƭƻȅ ƛǘ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦέ 
Blessed Frederic Ozanam, founder of our society. 

 

Cooperative Christian Services of Galion  (CCSG)   by Yvonne Depinet 

Thanks to all who have donated items or volunteered to help in any way with the annual garage sale. The sale 
was June 3rd and 4th at the residence of Jill Dixon, NE corner of N. Market and Brandt Rd.   
 
If you would like a speaker for your group or meeting to talk about CCSG's mission, please call Malinda Freeman, 
Ministry Manager at 419-571-6806.  Thanks for all your support.    
 
 

K of C   by Mike Clouse 

Contacts:  Mike Clouse, Grand Knight, 419-462-5511, clouse@rrohio.com;   
                   John Fox, Financial Secretary, 419-468-2373, foxden1955@yahoo.com . 
 
 

Scholarship and Excellence in Religion Awards 
We had only three applicants this year. However, they were excellent and deserving candidates!  The applicants 
were:  Gabrielle DiTullio (daughter of Tony & Kris), Shane Gorbett (son of Dan & Kathy) and Lindsey Kuns 
(daughter of Scott & Jennifer).  The final decision was very difficult, but the eventual recipient for the 2011 
Memorial Scholarship is Shane Gorbett!  Congratulations Shane!   
 
Thanks to those that served on the committee:  Fr. Bob Haas (Chaplain), Mike Clouse (GK), Chris Gase (PGK), Phil 
Shirley (Trustee), Kurt Ensman (DGK), Nate Henderson and Bob Maloy. 
 

Congratulations to Lydia Barner on winning the òExcellence in Religionó Award! 

mailto:clouse@rrohio.com
mailto:foxden1955@yahoo.com
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Overnight Trip Planned for September 28-29 
Pope John XXIII Assembly of Knights of Columbus are sponsoring an Overnight Motor Coach Tour to Covington, 
Kentucky and Belterra Casino Resort September 28th and 29th (Wednesday & Thursday).  Details will be posted 
in the Vestibule. The trip includes: 

¶ Mass at Mother of God Catholic Church, Covington, Ky. It is the oldest German Church in the area.  

¶ ¢ƻǳǊ ƻŦ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ .ŀǎƛƭƛŎŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴΣ /ƻǾƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ YȅΦ  The Interior was inspired by Notre 
Dame ς Paris- and is home to the 1st and 3rd largest Rose Windows in the world.  

¶ Belterra Casino & Resort ς includes overnight accommodations, buffet dinner, and buffet 
breakfast.                                                                                     

¶ $10.00 free Casino Play                                                                               

¶ Shopping Boutiques.    

¶ .ǳǎ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ мор bΦ [ƛōŜǊǘȅ {ǘΦΣ Dŀƭƛƻƴ     
Contact John Depinet at 419-468-1879 for more information or reservations.             
              
 

Thanks to the volunteers who keep the parish grounds looking so nice!  

× Sarah Striker for planting and taking care of the flowers in front of school,  
× Paul and Monica Neja for taking care of the flowers and plantings in front of church,  
× Rex and Gail Holt for planting and taking care of the flowers in front of the convent and rectory, pruning, 

and trimming around all the buildings.  
 
 

 

 

 

         

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The parish is in need of visitors to the homebound, and 
hospital and nursing homes. Please consider serving in 
one of these ministries. 
 
Other ministries include lectors, distributors and 
greeters/gift bearers.  
 
Call the parish office and leave your name and phone 
number and the ministry for which you wish to 
volunteer; or e-mail the information to Jodi Harsh at 
stjoegal@midohio.twcbc.com.  

mailto:stjoegal@midohio.twcbc.com
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Farewell & God Bless Sister Sam, Mr. Bob Lavengood and Fr. Ron! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 




